HO                             THE THIRD VOYAGE                  [Nov. 1602
proclaimed by His Prophet heretofore, and since that often, and
now againe by this writing at this present, inferiour unto none.
For this citie, which is not slacke to shew their love, hath mani-
fested it in the entertainment of that societie which filleth the
horizons with joy, and hath confirmed it to the eye by a signe
which bringeth knowledge of remembrance of it generally and
particularly. And for that their request is just, with purpose
for exchange, and they themselves of honest carriage, and their
kindnesse great in doing good in generall to the creatures,
helping the creature in prosperitie and adversitie joyntly, giving
liberally unto the poore and such as stand in neede of their
abundance, preserving the creature to their uttermost with a
willing mind, which for them is now extended unto India1 and
Arach2, sending forth the chiefest men of discretion and note,
calling also the best of the creatures to counsaile therein.
This is the Sultana which doth rule in the kingdome of
England, France, Ireland, Holland, and Friseland3. God
continue that kingdome and that empire long in prosperitie.
And because that he which hath obtained the writing of these
letters from the king of the kingdome of Ashey4, who doth rule
there with an absolute power; and for that there came unto us a
good report of you, declaired and spread very joyfully by the
mouth of Captaine James Lancaster (God continue his welfare
long), and for that you doe record that in your letters there are
commendations unto us and that your letters are patent privi-
ledges, Almightie God advance the purpose of this honourable
consociation and confirme this worthy league. And for that you
doe affirme in them that the Sultan of AfrangieS is your enemy
1 The East Indies.
3 * Or Carmania' (note in Purchas). This is nonsense, for Carmania denotes
a part of Persia. Possibly it was due to a misreading by the translator, i.e.
the word in the original may have been Acheh, the Malay name for Achin.
The Arabic characters for * Acheh' and * Arach' bear a somewhat close resem-
blance.
3  This manifest exaggeration may have been due to Lancaster's having, in
his talks with the king, boasted of the help given by Elizabeth to the Dutch
in their struggle against the Spaniards. With the same intention of belittling
commercial rivals, Sir Thomas Roe told Prince Shah JahSn in 1618 that the
Dutch were * a nation depending on the King of England * (Embassy, p. 427).
4  c Or Achen' (note in Purchas).
5  * Or Spaine' (note in Purchas). It is the Arabic Ifraryi, generally applied
to Europe, though in Northern Africa it would often mean Spain.